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Application/Control Number: 10/559,680 
Art Unit: 3738 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claims 16-28 are objected to because of the following informalities 
article required for dependent claims. Appropriate con ection is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragi'aph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

ITie specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 15 recites the limitation "the end wall" in line 9. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragi'aphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in tliis or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 15-23, 27, and 28 ai*e rejected under 35 U.S. C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Willi (U.S. Pat. No. 5,549,696). Willi discloses the following of claim 15: an acetabular implant 
cup insert for a joint prosthesis, the insert being of the type comprising a metal shell (col. 2, line 
40; element 2) and a polymer lining (col. 2, line 52; element 1) lining the inside space of said 
shell, a receptacle (If) for a prosthetic head being fornied in the lining, said shell presenting on 
its inside space means for preventing said lining being extracted fi om the shell and means for 
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preventing the lining turning in the shell, wherein said means for preventing the lining being 
extracted comprise a stud (col. 4, lines 57-59; element 4) disposed on the end wall of the shell 
and presenting at least one groove or lip (Attachment A). 

Willi discloses the limitations of claims 16-22 as shown in Attachment A. 

Willi discloses the following of claim 23: an insert according to claim 1 5, wherein the 
anterior portion of said shell presents a conical shape (as shown in Figure 2a). 

Willi discloses the following of claim 27: an acetabular implant of the type comprising a 
cup for being fastened in the pelvis or a shoulder blade of a patient, and an insert lining the inside 
of said cup in order to receive a prosthetic head, wherein the insert is of the type according to 
claim 15 (col. 1, lines 5-14, 20-26). 

Willi discloses the following of claim 28: a joint prosthesis of the type comprising an 
acetabular implant and a prosthetic head, wherein said implant is of the type according to claim 
27 (col. 1, lines 5-14, 20-26). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Willi in view of 
Noble et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 5,002,580). Willi does not teach the use of ceramics as a liner along 
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the insert because ceramics are biologically inert and serve well as a bearing surface. Noble et 
al. teaches this in col 9, lines 9-13. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the ait at the time the invention was made to use ceramics in the implant because they 
will not react badly in the patient's body while still providing a strong bearing surface. 

Claim 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Willi in view of 
Noiles (U.S. Pat. No. 4,678,472). The Willi reference discloses the structural limitations of the 
acetabulai* insert, but not how it is constiiicted and inserted. Noiles teaches claims 25 as follows: 
an insert according to claim 15, wherein said lining is obtained by an operation of 
thermocompressing said polymer in said inside space of the shell (col. 9, lines 20-26), followed 
by a machining operation (col. 9,lines 32-36). As described by Noiles, this process is well 
known in the art, and allows the liner to be fit properly to the outer shell before it is inserted. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinaiy skill in the ait at the time the invention 
was made to use these techniques as a potential method of constructing and inserting the 
acetabulai- cup. 

Claim 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Willi in view of 
Pixel (U.S. Pat. No. 4,180,873). The Willi reference discloses the structural limitations of the 
acetabular insert, but not how it is constiaicted and inserted. Pixel teaches the method of 
inserting a previously shaped liner into the outer shell by impaction in col. 2, lines 18-25. This 
method provides a simpler means of constmcting the acetabulai* cup before it is inserted into the 
patient. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
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invention was made to use this technique as one of the many methods that ai e available for the 
construction and the insertion of the acetabular cup. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi'om the 
examiner should be directed to Ann Schillinger whose telephone number is (571) 272-6652. The 
examiner can noiTnally be reached on Mon. thru Fri. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Conine McDermott can be reached on (571) 272-4754. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regai'ding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Ann Schillinger 
December 12, 2006 
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